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Crises (Praeger Security International): 

A detailed exploration of leadership problems that can develop during public health crises such as the anthrax attacks, 
SARS, and Mad Cow disease. First-person accounts from leaders involved in the actual crises, as well as leading 
experts, scientists, and others Primary documents including excerpts from official reports and the medical literature 
Chronologies of five recent public health emergencies A comprehensive index organized by disease and by individuals 
involved in emergency response

"A perfect text for schools in public health, or as a reference for elected officials at every level of government, the 
book shows how each event developed step-by-step to pinpoint specific leadership issues. Engaging and absorbing, the 
work presents official reports, medical literature, first-person accounts from officials and journalists, and discussions 
of the role of law enforcement and the military during health care emergencies." - Veterinaria Italiana "The book can 
be used as a supplemental text for courses in public health, or as a reference for elected officials at every level." - 
SciTech Book News"Kahn's examples of the generalities between the political and bureaucratic gravity fields in 
government is expanded in the first few chapters into an excellent framework of historical facts and lessons learned. . . 
. If you want to better understand the 'how' and 'why' behind the United States' health care responses to H1N1 
Influenza Outbreak and the Haitian earthquake disaster, read this book!" - Journal of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management"This well-written, thoroughly researched, and authoritative book will interest public health 
and medical professionals and public policy students, along with the general public. Recommended. Lower-level 
undergraduates and above; general readers." - Choice"Who's in Charge? is written in an easy, informal style that can 
be understood by readers with minimal knowledge about medicine and public health.the content is strong, and the 
result is a useful, thought-provoking book and valuable resource for public officials. The volume also raises a number 
of important policy issues that warrant attention and actionor at least serious reflectionby those likely to be in charge 
the next time disaster comes calling." - Health Affairs"Who's in Charge? Leadership During Epidemics, Bioterror 
Attacks, and Other Public Health Crises is a well researched and easily readable book that offers valuable insight into 
many leadership challenges that politicians, health authorities, and medical scientists faced when dealing with some 
large and widely publicized health crises. This text is a valuable contribution." - JAVMA "Remarkably well-crafted 
and eminently readable, Who's in Charge offers insight into the challenges to leadership posed by the turmoil and 
confusion of six different major disease outbreaksfrom anthrax to 'mad cow disease'. Laura Kahn skillfully and vividly 
weaves together first person accounts of key political and professional leaders in four different countries that serve to 
elucidate critical elements of success and failure under unexpected and potentially disastrous scenarios. Not only is it 
an all-absorbing, well-referenced book but the subject matter is of sufficient importance that this should be the basic 
text for a core course in every school of public health and a reference for seminars for chief executives at federal, state 
and community levels." (D. A. Henderson, Professor of Medicine and Public HealthCenter for Biosecurity, University 
of Pittsburgh Medical CenterAuthor of Smallpoxthe Death of a Disease: The Inside Story of Eradicating a Worldwide 
Killer)"In this highly intelligent book, Laura Kahn nails the most important factor in any public health crisis, and that's 
leadership. What is leadership?--how does it work effectively?--how does it fail? Public health crises unfold at many 
levels simultaneously--medical, political, legal, economic, social, and can involve terrorism and national security. 
Such crises require leaders who can see the big picture and can manage across boundaries. Kahn comes up with 
observations on leadership that go well beyond public health, lessons that anyone in government could take to heart." 
(Richard Preston, author of "The Hot Zone" and "The Demon in the Freezer")"Laura Kahn has written an extensive 
history of epidemics, pandemics and germ warfare. Have we learned the right lessons? Are we ready? Do we have 
trained leadership in place? This is a book that should be read by all government decision makers and concerned 
members of the public." (Former New Jersey Governor Thomas Kean, Chair of the 9/11 Commission)About the 
AuthorLaura H. Kahn is a physician and research scholar in the Program on Science and Global Security at the 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University, Princeton, NJ. 


