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None of the literature in the field of terminal care provides a full treatment of the laws, documents, and policies 
relating to the difficult issues arising at the end of life. When Life Ends was written to fill this gap by an attorney who 
serves on the bioethics committee of a large public hospital. It is an invaluable resource and practical tool for 
physicians, nurses, medical staffs, legal professionals, hospital administrators, and hospital bioethics committees 
because it provides: 1) in-depth legal commentaries on the refusal of life-sustaining treatment, advance directives, 
surrogate decision making, and the Patient Self-Determination Act; 2) more than 70 medical and legal documents to be 
used in connection with end of life decisions; and 3) hospital policies and procedures to suggest guidelines to hospital 
bioethics committees as they carry out their functions of developing policies and procedures to address end of life 
legal and ethical issues.

Berger provides a unique blend of (1) a discussion of issues that have been problematic in the ethical consideration of 
end of life issues and (2) the provision of policies and forms that can be used by hospitals and other health care 
facilities. Very useful to health care institutions and to physicans regarding responsibilities and documentation in end 
of life situations. General; undergraduate; professional; two-year technical program students. - ChoiceAlthough 
written primarily for physicians and hospital administrators, When Life Ends is certainly appropriate, and perhaps 
even essential reading for attorney (and their clients) working in health fields, estate planning, and elder law, as well as 
for social workers, clergy, and private citizens. End-of-life decisions will surely touch many of us either as caregivers, 
relatives, or patients. When Life Ends provides an objective framework for this often difficult, emotional subject. It is 
unreservedly recommended for law libraries, medical libraries, and social services collections in universities. - Legal 
Information Alerthellip;a valuable resource and practical tool for physicians, nurses, medical staffs, legal professional, 
hospital administrators, and hospital bioethics committees because it provides (1) in-depth legal commentaries on the 
refusal of life-sustaining treatment, advance directives, surrogate decisionmaking, and the Patient Self-Determination 
Act; (2) more than seventy medical and legal documents to be used in connection with end of life decisions; and (3) 
hospital policies and procedures to suggest guidelines to hospital bioethics committees as they carry out their functions 
of developing policies and procedures to address end of life legal and ethical issues. - Issues in Law Medicine This 
book is outstanding in its comprehensiveness, thoroughness, and understandable language. The ethical dilemmas faced 
by individuals, families, health care professionals are clearly delineated as they pertain to end of life decision 
makinghellip;.Written so that lay people, as well as health professionals, can understand the content, the book is must 
reading for allhellip;compelling and informativehellip;I congratulate Mr. Berger on this well documented, scholarly, 
yet pragmatic book. (Patricia L. Munhall, ARNP, Professor and Associate Dean Graduate Program in Nursing, Barry 
University)The in-depth legal commentaries on the refusal of life-sustaining treatment are valuable for those of us in 
hospice work; and, the numerous policies and procedureshellip; should behellip;.an invaluable, practical tool for our 
clinical ethics committeeshellip;nurses, physicians, chaplains, social workers, and others. (Hugh A. Westbrook, 
Chairman and CEO VITAS Healthcare Corporation)Arthur Berger's new volume When Life Ends will make a 
valuable contribution to the evolving field of medical ethics. It is informative, provocative, and has great practical 
value. (Jack Greener, M.D., Chairman Ethics Committee of Aventura Hospital and Medical Center Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Miami)An especially valuable new bookhellip;.The author's scholarly approach is augmented 
by a compassionate and discerning eye for the practical concerns of the doctor, patient, and other involved 
partieshellip;.Makes available clear and readable reference material that will aid not only the legal and medical 
professions, but most importantly, patients. (Rubin Klein, M.D., Clinical Professor Radiology (Oncology) Retired 
University of Miami School of Medicine)This clear, concise book should be required reading for all fourth year 
medical students and available in all hospital libraries. The legal documents will be of particular help to hospital 
bioethical and legal committees. (Joseph A. Singer, M.D., Associate Clinical Professor University of Miami School of 
Medicine)From the PublisherBerger provides a unique blend of (1) a discussion of issues that have been problematic 
in the ethical consideration of end of life issues and (2) the provision of policies and forms that can be used by 
hospitals and other health care facilities. Very useful to health care institutions and to physicans regarding 
responsibilities and documentation in end of life situations. General; undergraduate; professional; two-year technical 
program students. 


