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Claims in Public Health (Cambridge Bioethics and Law): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Touchstone for those who want to know what public health is, 
what it could be and what it should beBy Brian HansteinThe author clearly and conciscely presents contemporary 
issues regarding public health; and, he does so in anticipation of the inevitable effect of unavoidable political and 
economic changes that will take place, and change the landscape of consideration. He makes it clear that the issues are 
subject to periodic reconsideration, and far from finite. However he does so without frightening the student or 
professional reader into thinking that contemporary evluations of the relevant present-day concepts and applictions is 
futile. This work product makes clear that public health is difficult to define at all, let alone for a given time or place. 
National, international and local government and economic considerations vary so very much that many definitions 
and applications will, by necessity, vary by place, time and events. However, consideration of definitions and 
applications in the present is the foundation for helping real live individual human beings and larger communities in: 
1)the here and now; 2)the here and later; and, the "over there" (both now and later). The author has his own opinions 
and presents his arguments in a way that the reader feels invited, to consider the issues and questions on his or her 
own. The book discusses, argues and even cajoles. The writing style does so in a way that the reader feels he/she has 
participated in a discussion with Dr. Coggan rather than been merely lectured at by him. It isn't an "easy" read; Dr. 
Coggan provides a lot of information and there is some unavoidable use of jargon. Nonetheless, he manages a prose 
presentation that is not an unpleasant one.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Basic Groundwork for 
Justifying Public Health Interventions by GovernmentBy Stephen LathamThis is the best single book for doing 
foundational thinking about the political, philosophical and legal legitimacy of public health interventions by 
governments. The author works through all the core problems: what is health? what is public health? why should 
governments intervene to improve public health, and what sorts of interventions are justified? How should interests in 
public health be balanced against interests in individual liberty? How does law constrain or facilitate public health 
interventions? Along the way you get a thorough tour of the literature on the justification and legitimacy of public 
health. If you want to think straight, and deeply about public health and public health programs, Dr. Coggon's book is 
the place to start.

John Coggon argues that the important question for analysts in the fields of public health law and ethics is 'what makes 
health public?' He offers a conceptual and analytic scrutiny of the salient issues raised by this question, outlines the 
concepts entailed in, or denoted by, the term 'public health' and argues why and how normative analyses in public 
health are inquiries in political theory. The arguments expose and explain the political claims inherent in key works in 
public health ethics. Coggon then develops and defends a particular understanding of political liberalism, describing 
its implications for critical study of public health policies and practices. Covering important works from legal, moral, 
and political theory, public health, public health law and ethics, and bioethics, this is a foundational text for scholars, 
practitioners and policy bodies interested in freedoms, rights and responsibilities relating to health.

"... Coggon's achievement is substantial. What Makes Health Public? provides a carefully argued examination of the 
normative bases for public health policies." Wendy E. Parmet, Medical Law About the AuthorJohn Coggon is a 
research fellow in the School of Law, University of Manchester. His research focuses principally on legal, moral and 
political issues relating to health and welfare. He was the winner of the 2006 Mark S. Ehrenreich Prize in Healthcare 
Ethics Research, awarded by the Pacific Center for Health Policy and Ethics at the University of Southern California, 
in conjunction with the International Association of Bioethics. From 2007 to 2010 he held a British Academy 
postdoctoral fellowship. 


