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George Biro : What Killed Jane Austen?  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised What Killed Jane Austen?: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A little misleading.By tjI thought this would be summaries of how 
some historically famous people met their maker, as it was described. The first chapter was the most true to that and 
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very interesting, but you can read that for free with the "look inside". The rest were short biographies of people in the 
medical fields and their contributions to medical history. Also interesting,but not what was described. Luckily, I 
purchased through book bub for $.99 so not a big loss.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Some good, 
some badBy JZSThe individual chapters in this book are actually essays written by different authors intended as 
"lighter reading" in an Australian medical journal. Some, including the first chapter (what killed some royals), are 
interesting and well written. Others, less well written and informative. And, frankly, the chapter on Napolean's 
campaign was just too grusome for me to read. I think the essays were probably great for their original purpose but for 
the lay reader, no big medical discoveries, nothing to change your view on history (or your favorite author!)0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. What killed?By JudyI found this book interesting from a medical 
standpoint. It told many case histories. I also found mistakes and misspelled words. It sort of jumps around. It's quite 
hard to define actually.

'What Killed Jane Austen?' comprises fascinating stories of famous patients, quacks and charlatans, tales of 
discoveries, disasters and diseases, addictions and obsessions - and eccentrics, reformers and pioneers.

About the AuthorGeorge Biro was born in Budapest in 1938, but the family migrated to Australia in 1947. He is a 
retired GP and anaesthetist and now works as a freelance medical journalist. This is his second book. Jim Leavesley 
was born in Blackpool and migrated to Australia in 1954. Having worked as a GP for 33 years he retired and now 
writes about medical history. This is his sixth book. 


