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"As entertaining as an adventure novel, but with a deadly serious message. ©
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C. J. Peters, Mark Olshaker : VirusHunter: Thirty Yearsof Battling Hot Viruses Around the World before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Virus Hunter: Thirty Y ears of
Battling Hot Viruses Around the World:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. true and good to knowBYy Gary RohrabaughExcellent unfortunately
real story told by akey person. Good compliment to the Russian bio weapons story.25 of 26 people found the
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following review helpful. Not What | Was Expecting, But Still ExcellentBy Imperial TopazThis book was excellent;
however, it was not quite what | had expected. | bought it expecting it to read like The Hot Zone. Instead, it turned out
to be the autobiography of C.J. Peters, spanning his personal life and career in battling hot viruses. It is abook of
memoirs about his career. It was interesting, but did drag abit in places. It did NOT read like athriller, as did The Hot
Zone.l am till rating the book five stars, because the last two chapters were the best. They sum up all that he has
learned in his career, and make projections into the future. He also discusses extensively throughout his book the
political considerations and bureaucracy that all scientists have to deal with. The book was written several years ago,
but hisimaginary scenario sounds almost exactly like what is currently happening with the SARS virus. He al'so
discusses biological terrorism and chemical and biological warfare, and gives his thoughts about all these things from
the perspective of al he haslearned in his entire career. These chapters are EXTREMELY pertinent to what is
happening today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Every one should read this book - written several
years ...By CustomerEvery one should read this book - written several years ago but still very important info and
history of dealing with dangerous viruses and handling of these very important world-wide issues.

A New York Times Notable Book The man who led the battle against Ebolain The Hot Zone teams up with the
bestselling co-author of Mind Hunter to chronicle his extraordinary thirty-year career fighting deadly viruses. For three
decades, Dr. C. J. Peters was on the front lines of our biological battle against hot viruses around the world. In the
course of that career, he learned countless lessons about our interspecies turf wars with infectious agents. Called in to
contain an outbreak of deadly hemorrhagic fever in Bolivia, he confronted the despair of trying to save a colleague
who accidentally infected himself with an errant scalpel. Working in Level 4 labs on the Machupo and Ebola viruses,
he saw time and again why expensive high-tech biohazard containment equipment is only as safe as the people who
use it. Because of new, emerging viruses, and the return of old, vanquished ones for which vaccines do not exist, there
remains avery real danger of anew epidemic that could, without proper surveillance and early intervention, spread
worldwide virtually overnight. And the possibility of foreign countries or terrorist groups using deadly airborne
virusesthe poor mans nuclear arsenallooms larger than ever. High-octane science writing at its best and most revealing,
Virus Hunter is athrilling first-person account of what it is like to be awarrior in the Hot Zone.

.com Books such as Richard Preston’'s The Hot Zone thrust the deadly Ebola virus into the spotlight, but they can't
match the first-person perspective of Virus Hunter. Author C. J. Petersis an ex-army colonel who has spent his
professional life studying deadly pathogensin the lab and in the wild. He spins adrama- and adrenaline-filled true tale
of virus hunters, which is gripping despite its occasional tendency to grow verbose and detour into personal history.
Peters offers alook at crippling diseases not only through the eyes of a scientist, but also with the perspective of an
insider in the defense establishment, painting a chilling picture of the potential of biological terrorism or outright
warfare.From Library Journa Richard Preston's best-selling The Hot Zone (L J 8/94) dramatized the 1989 Ebola
outbreak among monkeys in Reston, Virginia, and described conflicts between the two men most responsible for
dealing with the outbreak, Joe McCormick of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and C.J. Peters of the U.S. Army
Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID). Eventually, McCormick left the CDC, and Peters
assumed his former position there. Now both men have published their sides of the story in their respective memoirs.
McCormick's Level 4: Virus Hunters of the CDC (LJ 7/96) is a somewhat disjointed but gripping account of hair-
raising adventures investigating such deadly diseases as Ebola and Lassa Fever in Africaand elsewhere. Peters's
adventures, while often exciting, can't match McCormick's in number and variety, but his book is more smoothly
written and provides an interesting overview of its author's career and education in the workings of medical
bureaucracies. He also provides important insights into the mentality at USAMRIID, formerly a biological warfare
center. As Peters reminds us, some emerging diseases possess horrifying potential as agents of biological warfare.
Recommended for general readers.?Marit MacArthur, AurariaLib., DenverCopyright 1997 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From Booklistlf Preston's Hot Zone (1994) and Garrett's Coming Plague (1994) were popular among
your patrons, this latest entry in the "true horror" genre is likely to have appeal. Coauthor Peters headed disease
assessment at the U.S. Army's Maryland (USAMRIID) operation when it handled the monkey filovirus outbreak in
Reston, Virginia, which was central to Preston's best-selling book. As the Centers for Disease Control's chief of viral
specia pathogens, Peters played aleading role in identifying the hantavirus that hit the Four Corners region of the U.S.
desert Southwest in the early '90s. (Olshaker isawriter who previously coauthored a best-selling study of FBI
profiling, MindHunter [1995].) Virus Hunter traces Peters career studying these obscure life-forms; it's full of details
about generally ignored medical strugglesin less-industrialized nations and warnings about the myriad human factors--
from crowded slums, agricultural monocultures, and bureaucratic infighting to reduced science funding and managed
health care--that make a future viral disaster possible, perhaps probable. Mary Carroll



