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Mental health practitioners are becoming increasingly aware that they are encountering avery large number of men
and women who are survivors of sexual and physical abuse. This volume identifies the essential elements necessary
for a system to begin to integrate an understanding about traumainto its core service programs. The fundamental
elements of atrauma-informed system are identified and the necessary supports for bringing about system change are
highlighted. The basic philosophy of trauma-informed practice is then examined across several specific service
components: assessment and screening, inpatient treatment, residential services, addictions programming, and case
management. M odifications necessary to transform a current system into a trauma-informed system are discussed in
great detail aswell as the changing roles of consumers and providers. Thisis the 89th issue of the quarterly journal
New Directions for Mental Health Services.

From the Inside FlapMental health practitioners are becoming increasingly aware that they are encountering avery
large number of men and women who are survivors of sexual and physical abuse. This volume identifies the essential
elements necessary for a system to begin to integrate an understanding about traumainto its core service programs.
The fundamental elements of a trauma-informed system are identified and the necessary supports for bringing about
system change are highlighted. The basic philosophy of trauma-informed practice is then examined across several
specific service components: assessment and screening, inpatient treatment, residential services, addictions
programming, and case management. Modifications necessary to transform a current system into a trauma-informed
system are discussed in great detail aswell as the changing roles of consumers and providers.About the
AuthorMAXINE HARRIS s codirector of Community Connections in Washington, D.C., and executive director of its
National Capital Center for Trauma Recovery and Empowerment. ROGER D. FALLOT is codirector of Community
Connections.



