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Jonathan D. Moreno : Undue Risk: Secret State Experiments on Humans  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Undue Risk: Secret State Experiments on Humans: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Do not think that experimentation is over simply because this book 
is published.By R. HuntingtonAbout 20 years ago I decided to start collecting the occasional news articles I might 
happen upon that had to do with exposing secret human experimentation by the US Govt (usually exposed by either a 
successful lawsuit or a Federal employee entrusted to destroy classified documents but who instead smuggles them out 
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for release). There was no internet then, so newspapers were my only source. I compiled a file approx. 4 inches thick. 
From all of this, I concluded that one is much more at risk to be experimented on (non-consensual) if you are military 
(especially Army, but also to some extent the Air Force and Navy), or if you go to a hospital while indigent, not 
having health insurance (most hospitals get Fed funding, so strings may be attached). I have never found any instance 
of anyone wealthy, or socially prominent, having been experimented on. I concluded from my own files that you are 
most at risk if you are indigent or low income folks going to a Fed funded hospital or clinic, as well as military 
(especially Army). The USA still is quite aggressive toward its end goal of world domination, so experiments on 
humans that could lead to innovations in covert assassinations, or weapons of mass destruction, or even mind control 
will continue. The author of UNDUE RISK states, "If there is a single lesson to be gleaned from the story of military-
medical human experiments, it is that we can expect them to continue in the future...."2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Must Read for Those Who Think the Government Would Never Abuse its PowerBy 
PastAgesandFutureWorldsIn spite of books like this, or shows like Declassified: Human Experimentation, thousands 
still live in innocent bliss thinking their elected officials, and thousands of unelected bureaucrats beneath them, would 
never do anything unethical or to hurt them.News Flash: It has happened, happened repeatedly and is probably 
happening right now.While never approaching the horror of Nazi or Japanese experiments, many thousands here were 
unknowningly exposed to, or unsed, in experiments involving radiation, nuclear material, drugs and bio-agents. Will 
these revelations from history make people vigilant? I hope so, because in the secret corridors of Washington, do you 
think they are going to change their ways? That no one is going to cross the line? If you do, you must live on a 
different planet. Don't let history repeat itself.See also Yellow Dirt and Lab 257.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Moreno's book provides a good overview of unethical human experimentation including Nazi 
experimentation and ...By kasDr. Moreno's book provides a good overview of unethical human experimentation 
including Nazi human experimentation and the subsequent recruitment of Nazi Scientists via Operation Paperclip and 
their assimilation into our U.S. military / defense / intelligence agencies following World War II. One of the most 
famous was Wernher von Braun, a leading figure in the development of rocket technology in Nazi Germany, where he 
was a member of the Nazi Party and the SS. Following World War II, he was recruited by the United States, where he 
became the first Director of the Marshall Space Flight Center. Dr. Moreno highlights how the Nuremburg Code came 
about; the evolution of written informed consent and its difficult adoption; and provides examples of unethical human 
experimentation particularly the radiation experiments and much more.If I could offer a criticism it would the shortage 
of details on the extent of Project MKULTRA and related projects, which were much more than just LSD experiments. 
Though then director of the C.I.A. ordered MKULTRA documentation destroyed there was some surviving 
documentation which Dr. Colin Ross based his book C.I.A. Doctors on. Additionally, Dr. Moreno didn't touch on 
current reports of ongoing non-consensual human experimentation and the loopholes in the existing regulations for the 
Protection of Human Subjects (title 45 Part 46 / the Common Rule [subpart A]). Additionally, information on "non-
lethal" weapons testing, neurotechnologies and other current research wasn't really touched upon. Maybe a future book 
will provide more information.

From the courtrooms of Nuremberg to the battlefields of the Gulf War, Undue Risk exposes a variety of government 
policies and specific cases, includingplutonium injections to unwilling hospital patients, and even the attempted 
recruitment of Nazi medical scientists bythe U.S. government after World War II.

From Publishers WeeklyBetween 1949 and 1969, the U.S. Army conducted over 200 "field tests" as part of its 
biological warfare research program, releasing infectious bacterial agents in cities across the U.S. without informing 
residents of the exposed areas, Moreno reveals in this chilling, meticulously documented casebook. A professor of 
biomedical ethics at the University of Virginia, Moreno (Arguing Euthanasia) served on a ClintonAappointed advisory 
committee that blew the lid off the government's secret radiation experiments from WWII through the mid-1970s, 
which involved the injection of unwitting human volunteers with plutonium, uranium and other radioactive substances. 
His disturbing new book partly overlaps with Eileen Welsome's The Plutonium Files (Forecasts, Aug. 2), though 
Moreno's survey extends furtherAfrom Walter Reed's turn-of-the-century yellow fever research to the infamous 
Tuskegee syphilis study; from army and air force mind control experiments (1950--1975) involving ingestion of LSD 
and incapacitating chemicals by thousands of subjects, often without their consent, to the compulsory vaccination of 
Gulf War GIs with botulism toxin vaccine not approved by the FDA that may have contributed to "Gulf war 
syndrome." While Moreno duly excoriates the excesses and horrors, his overarching thesis is that human military 
experimentation is unavoidable, and he commends the army's current infectious-agent research program at Fort 
Detrick, Md., as a model for future "ethical" research. Some readers may welcome his coolly detached chronicle as a 
complement to Welsome's scathing, far more powerful expos?. Agent, Betsy Amster; 3-city author tour. (Oct.) 
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Scientific AmericanThe infamous Nazi medical experiments on 
human subjects represent an extreme of government arrogance. But many other nations, including the U.S., have done 
similar if less egregious things, usually in the name of national security. Radiation, chemical agents and disease-



causing agents are tested on people who have not given informed consent and may not even know they were test 
subjects. Moreno, professor of biomedical ethics at the University of Virginia and director of the Center for 
Biomedical Ethics there, decided to pursue the subject after his service on the presidential Advisory Committee on 
Human Radiation Experiments, appointed by President Bill Clinton in 1994 to investigate allegations of government-
sponsored radiation research on unknowing citizens during the cold war. He tells of secret medical experiments, some 
ancient but most during and since World War II, by many nations. "If there is a single lesson to be gleaned from the 
story of military-medical human experiments," he says, "it is that we can expect them to continue in the future.... I 
believe it is also true that these experiments can be done ethically."From Kirkus sA thoughtful look into the 
unfortunate penchant of 20th-century governments to test deadly weapons on their own citizens. In 1994, Moreno, a 
professor of medical ethics at the University of Virginia, was asked to join a presidential commission studying the 
effects of government radiation research on human subjects. (These experiments were first uncovered by journalist 
Eileen Welsome, whose new book The Plutonium Files, p. 1041, describes them in detail.) Here he recounts his 
experiences on the commission, but, more, he lifts his eyes from bureaucratic paperwork to consider the history of 
secret state testing of such horrors as anthrax, mustard gas, Zyklon B, Agent Orange, and other toxic brews on 
unfortunate subjects ranging from prisoners of war, garden-variety criminals, and civil service employees to military 
personnel. Morenos approach is that of a medical ethicist, and throughout he examines questions of disclosure and 
foreknowledge, claiming that human experiments . . . are probably unavoidable in the real world of national security. 
Unavoidable, perhaps, but those experiments have had a range of possible outcomes. With the Nazi doctorsa huge 
class of medical personnel who, it seems, welcomed the chance to conduct evil teststhe result was almost always 
death, for if the test persons did not die in the experiment, they were usually killed so that witnesses would be 
eliminated. For the technocrats whose tinkerings with science may have resulted in illness among thousands of US 
veterans of the Gulf War, the results were less lethalbut no less sinister. Morenos text is studded with interesting 
sidelights, among them the evolution of a code of medical ethics following the Nuremberg trials, and detours into little-
known factsamong them the curious case of the murderer Nathan Leopold (of Leopold and Loeb infamy), who 
volunteered to be a test subject for antimalarial drugs during WWII, wanting to do his bit for the war effort. An always 
interestingand often troublingforay into matters about which we know far too little. -- Copyright 1999, Kirkus 
Associates, LP. All rights reserved. 


