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Lydia Denworth : Toxic Truth: A Scientist, a Doctor, and the Battle over Lead  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Toxic Truth: A Scientist, a Doctor, and the Battle over 
Lead: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A really, really good read!By Burt OlhiserI have been doing 
consulting on lead-based paint issues and EPA's abatement training since the early 90's. As one who has been involved 
in this but not on the front lines as Dr. Needleman and Patterson were, but aware to some degree of them both and 
these struggles, this book filled in my knowledge gaps wonderfully. Doing so as well in a way that is imminently 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807000329


readable. I felt very often as if I was there to witness the emergence of awarenesses of just what the cost's of lead being 
dispersed so widely into our environment were. I could not recommend this book any higher to anyone interested in 
this subject no matter what perspective you might approach it from.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Strong, clear and succinctBy C. Mark MartelGood journalism on the fight to get the lead out. The reporting seeming 
fair and unbiased and brought out the personalities of Needleman, Patterson and other participants. The only quibble I 
had was on minor detail describing Charles Kettering and Delco in Dayton around 1920 and the invention of leaded 
gasoline. The work was actually done via some of Kettering's other companies, but going into such detail would only 
have added confusion without much useful purpose. I didn't get the sense such issues were common in the rest of the 
book. I recommend it.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Toxic TruthBy KellyFantastic book - written 
by a journalist in easily understood language with enough "scienctific speak" to make the story credible. An important 
historical analysis that sheds light on the way industry uses its tremendous influence against the public good - even 
when all signs are pointing to harm. I highly recommend this book, not only for environmental health activists, but any 
parent who wishes a better life for their child.Toxic Truth: A Scientist, a Doctor, and the Battle over Lead

They didn't start out as environmental warriors. Clair Patterson was a geochemist focused on determining the age of 
the Earth. Herbert Needleman was a pediatrician treating inner-city children. But in the chemistry lab and the hospital 
ward, they met a common enemy: lead. It was literally everywhere-in gasoline and paint, of course, but also in water 
pipes and food cans, toothpaste tubes and toys, ceramics and cosmetics, jewelry and batteries. Though few people 
worried about it at the time, lead was also toxic. In Toxic Truth, journalist Lydia Denworth tells the little-known 
stories of these two men who were among the first to question the wisdom of filling the world with such a harmful 
metal. Denworth follows them from the ice and snow of Antarctica to the schoolyards of Philadelphia and Boston as 
they uncovered the enormity of the problem and demonstrated the irreparable harm lead was doing to children. In 
heated conferences and courtrooms, the halls of Congress and at the Environmental Protection Agency, the scientist 
and doctor were forced to defend their careers and reputations in the face of incredible industry opposition. It took 
courage, passion, and determination to prevail against entrenched corporate interests and politicized government 
bureaucracies. But Patterson, Needleman, and their allies did finally get the lead out - since it was removed from 
gasoline, paint, and food cans in the 1970s, the level of lead in Americans' bodies has dropped 90 percent. Their 
success offers a lesson in the dangers of putting economic priorities over public health, and a reminder of the way 
science-and individuals-can change the world. The fundamental questions raised by this battle-what constitutes 
disease, how to measure scientific independence, and how to quantify acceptable risk-echo in every environmental 
issue of today: from the plastic used to make water bottles to greenhouse gas emissions. And the most basic question-
how much do we need to know about what we put in our environment-is perhaps more relevant today than it has ever 
been.

Before most Americans had given a thought to lead poisoning, a geochemist named Clair Patterson and a passionate 
doctor, Herb Needleman, were learning just how widespread it was, and how damaging. Their work set the framework 
for the future examination of man-made toxins, and their scientific and political struggles for the truth set a pattern for 
future battles between industry and advocates over the significance of toxics. With plenty of gritty details, Lydia 
Denworth tells the story of these two giant lead-killers, shedding light on the foundations of a key issue in public 
policy.Arthur Allen, author of Vaccine: The Controversial Story of Medicine's Greatest Lifesaver"Toxic Truth is a 
compelling and forceful portrayal of the lives and pain of these two remarkable scientific pioneers. An impressively 
researched and well-documented book, it is an astonishing chronicle of one of the most insidious and avoidable health 
problems of our time." Dr. Devra Davis, author of When Smoke Ran Like Water: Tales of Environmental Deception 
and the Battle against Pollution"In Toxic Truth, Lydia Denworth has pulled off a rare feat: she's written a true page-
turner, animated by a fascinating medical mystery, that's also a nuanced and immensely thoughtful look at how good 
ideas can overthrow orthodoxyand ultimately make the world a better place."Steven Johnson, author of The Ghost 
Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemicand How It Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern 
World"The 'unearthing' of the problem of children's injury from environmental lead, by intrepid researchers such as 
Needleman and Patterson, makes for an intriguing chronicle. The pitfalls and challenges they encountered at every 
step, their persistence in the face of extraordinary attacks, are instructive for others who pursue the truth with the 
courage of their convictions."Dr. Alan Woolf, Director, Pediatric Environmental Health Center at Children's Hospital, 
Boston, and Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School"Toxic Truth is an engrossing and inspiring 
story of how two courageous men shone the clear light of science on industry's effort to conceal the harm to our 
childrenand to all of usby lead in the environment."Philip and Alice Shabecoff, authors of Poisoned Profits: The Toxic 
Assault on Our ChildrenAbout the AuthorLydia Denworthis a formerNewsweekreporter andPeoplebureau chief. Her 
writing on science, education, and other social issues has appeared in theNew York Times,Redbook,Health, and other 
publications. She is the author of two books, I Can Hear You Whisper:An Intimate Journey through the Science of 
Sound and Languageand Toxic Truth:A Scientist, a Doctor, and the Battle over Lead. Visit her online at 
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