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Elizabeth Pisani : The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, Brothels and the Business of AIDS  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, 
Brothels and the Business of AIDS: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fascinating readBy A student of HistoryI really enjoyed reading 
this book. While some of its details might make some people uncomfortable (HIV spread and taboo topics go hand in 
hand) the author's honesty and frankness is refreshing. The book itself is a little short for my taste but not everyone 
likes to read tomes. The iconoclastic nature of the book and its challenges of several truisms added to the appearance 
of honesty. As I continue to study the subject the accuracy of these claims may be questioned in which case I will 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393337650


revisit the review but her statements are well documented in the text.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy J.Wonderfully witty and direct: truth at its best from someone who studied HIV/AIDS.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Fantastic readBy BobbeChock full of personal experience in doing the dirty field 
work of HIV prevention and control practically in every corner of the world, Pisani's account of everything right and 
wrong the world has been doing to rid itself of AIDS (and then some) is a must read, not only for the (still, sadly) 
relevance of the topic but also due to her beautiful and incredibly fun-to-read English.

[A] rollicking, eye-opening, hilarious account of the underbelly of international AIDS research.Carlin Romano, 
Philadelphia Inquirer As an epidemiologist researching AIDS, Elizabeth Pisani has been involved with international 
efforts to halt the disease for fourteen years. With swashbuckling wit, fierce honesty, and more than a little political 
incorrectness, she dishes on herself and her colleagues as they try to prod reluctant governments to fund HIV 
prevention for the people who need it most: drug injectors, gay men, sex workers, and johns. With verve and clarity, 
Pisani shows the general reader how her profession really works; how easy it is to draw wrong conclusions from 
objective data; and, shockingly, how much money is spent so very badly. 12 illustrations

The book will make you reconsider everything you thought you knew about HIV/AIDS. - Katie Hunter, Foreign 
PolicyThis is an utterly fascinating book. . . . Elizabeth Pisani writes with enormous verve and acerbity, her prose alive 
with anecdote and metaphor. . . . The Wisdom of Whores is a great read. - Stephen Lewis, The Globe and MailAbout 
the AuthorElizabeth Pisani has lived in Indonesia at various times over the past twenty-five years, originally as a 
journalist and later as an HIV epidemiologist. The author of The Wisdom of Whores and Indonesia Etc., she is based 
in London. 


