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What do HIV-positive women in Nigeria face as they seek meaningful lives with a deeply discrediting disease? 
Kathryn A. Rhine uncovers the skillful ways women defuse concerns about their wellbeing and the ability to maintain 
their households. Rhine shows how this ethic of concealment involves masking their diagnosis, unfaithful husbands, 
and unsupportive families while displaying their beauty, generosity, and vitality. As Rhine observes, collusion with 
counselors and support group leaders to deflect stigma, secure respectability, and find love features prominently in the 
lives of ordinary women who hope for a brighter future as the HIV epidemic continues to expand.

"This book is highly recommended to help understand the cultural, economic, social, and religious factors that 
interfere with the prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS globally." Choice"The Unseen Things is a collection of 
poignant narratives documenting how HIV positive women in northern Nigeria maintain hope and assert agency while 
living with a highly stigmatized disease. This is an ethnographic masterpiece, detailing how women embody normalcy, 
particularly as they seek marriage partners in the aftermath of their diagnosis. The book is especially innovative in its 
rich detail about desire, pleasure and love, and the strategies men and women use to reconstitute relationships after 
testing positive for HIV. Among the provocative themes embedded in womenrsquo;s accounts is the currency of 
secrets in the moral economy of gender and kin relations. Rhine identifies the creative ways women attempt to carry 
out social goals using silence, lies, and indirect speech. The voices of these women speak to the centrality of hope in 
their pursuit of health, love, marriage, children, and prosperity, often against barriers of structural inequality." Carolyn 
Sargent, Washington University in St. LouisAbout the AuthorKathryn A. Rhine is a medical anthropologist and 
associate professor at the University of Kansas. She is editor (with John M. Janzen, Glenn Adams and Heather 
Aldersey) of Medical Anthropology in Global Africa and her work has appeared in Anthropological Quarterly, Africa 
Today, and Ethnos. 


