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David Mechanic: The Truth About Health Care: Why Reform is Not Workingin America (Critical Issuesin
Health and Medicine) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
The Truth About Health Care: Why Reform is Not Working in America (Critical 1ssuesin Health and Medicine):

4 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Critical Analysis by an Expert on Health CareBy Carla C. KeirnsA


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813543525

slim volume, this book is critical reading for anyone who wants to understand and improve health care for everyone--
by making the system work better for those who currently have access and helping to craft workable solutions to the
millions left out. David Mechanic has been writing about health care for decades. Mechanic'sincisive analysis gets at
the fundamental conflicts of values and cash behind the intractable problem of health and health care in the United
States.2 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Not an easy read.By M. ErwinY ou need a magnifying glass
to read the incredibly small print - which reads like a textbook. Not an easy read.

The United States spends greatly more per person on health care than any other country but the evidence shows that
careis often poor and inappropriate. Despite expenditures of 1.7 trillion dollarsin 2003, and growing substantially
each year, services remain fragmented and poorly coordinated, and more than 46 million people are uninsured. Why
can't America, with its vast array of resources, sophisticated technologies, superior medical research and educational
institutions, and talented health care professionals, produce higher quality care and better outcomes?in The Truth
about Health Care, David Mechanic explains how health care in America has evolved in ways that favor amyriad of
economic, professional, and political interests over those of patients. While money has always had a place in medical
care, "big money" and the quest for profits has become dominant, making meaningful reforms difficult to achieve.
Mechanic acknowledges that railing against these influences, which are here to stay, can achieve only so much.
Instead, he asks whether it is possible to convert what is best about health care in Americainto awell functioning
system that better serves the entire population.Bringing decades of experience as an active health policy participant,
researcher, teacher, and consultant to the public and private sectors, Mechanic examines the strengths and weaknesses
of our system and how it has evolved. He pays special attention to areas often neglected in policy discussions, such as
the loss of public trust in medicine, the tragic state of long-term care, and the relationship of mental health to health
care.For anyone who has been frustrated by uncoordinated health networks, insurance denials, and other obstacles to
obtaining appropriate care, this book will provide arefreshing and frank look at the system's current and future
dilemmas. Mechanic's thoughtful roadmap describes how health plans, healthcare professionals, policymakers, and
consumer groups can work together to improve access, quality, fairness, and health outcomesin America. About the
Author:

This thorough diagnosis of our health care system's problems reinforces my conclusion thirty years ago that David
Mechanic is one of this nation's most insightful observers of health and health care.



