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Jane D. McLeod, Eric R. Wright : The Sociology of Mental Illness: A Comprehensive Reader  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Sociology of Mental Illness: A 
Comprehensive Reader: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. arrived on time and it great shapeBy saraits a book for school.. but 
its came on time and it was in great shape when it arrived so its good

The Sociology of Mental Illness is a comprehensive collection of readings designed to help students develop a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195381718


nuanced and sophisticated appreciation of the most important, heated--and fascinating--controversies in the 
field.Drawing primarily from sociological sources, the text features both classical and contemporary selections that 
cover the full range of sociological topics, perspectives, and debates, including the social construction of mental 
illness, the social origins of mental illness, and contemporary mental health treatment. This rich, varied assortment 
gives students a "roadmap" to the evolution and development of sociological research over time and insight into key 
controversies in the field.Selections include such classical readings as Scheff's original statement of labeling theory, 
contemporary reports on the prevalence of mental illness in countries around the world, and recent analyses of the 
changing treatment system. The readings are organized progressively in order to help students recognize the dynamic 
character of mental health research and the important role that controversies play in advancements in the field; this 
organization also gives students the tools they need to formulate their own views and opinions on crucial matters. A 
versatile, engaging text, The Sociology of Mental Illness is ideal for undergraduate and graduate courses in the 
sociology of mental illness.

"I wholeheartedly agree with the authors that a new book for courses in the sociology of mental health and illness is 
needed. The books on today's market are overly psychological, too brief, or too narrow to provide a full discourse of 
the sociological research and theory on this subject. I like McLeod and Wright's de-emphasis on disorder 
classification, reversing a major sociological failure of several competing books. I also like their emphasis on social 
construction approaches. This book can serve either as a stand-alone text or a companion book for courses in the 
sociology of mental health and illness. I would be highly likely to adopt this book as a primary text in an 
undergraduate course."--Allen Furr, University of LouisvilleAbout the AuthorJane D. McLeod is Professor and 
Associate Dean of the Faculties Department of Sociology at Indiana University-Bloomington. Eric R. Wright is 
Professor and Director of the Center for Health Policy, School of Public and Environmental Affairs, at Indiana 
University-Purdue University Indianapolis. 


