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not it would be worth my time, and all praised National Health Insurance in the United States and Canada: Race, 
Territory, and the Roots of Difference (American Government and Public Policy): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An important look at frequently overlooked influences on health 
care policyBy Andrea DucasBoychuk's National Health Insurance is an excellent description of the development of 
Medicare and Medicaid through the lens of racial politics, and the events leading up to the Canada Health Act vis-a-vis 
federal/ provincial relations, especially with respect to Quebec.Boychuk's writing is clear and accessible, and at times 
humorous (much appreciated). His argument is consistent and focused, and the sources he draws from are numerous 
and well respected. The book reads very much like a text though, which at times made it difficult to keep dates, 
players and information straight. I found it helpful to outline some of the chapters for easy reference. He packs a ton 
into this relatively short book.I would recommend this book to anyone interested in the impact of outside social 
movements on national health insurance/ health care reform.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An 
excellent book that adds a fresh analysis as to why ...By Nora CrisAn excellent book that adds a fresh analysis as to 
why the U.S. does not yet have national health insurance. It also adds new detail as to how Canada adopted its national 
health care program.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Could be better writtenBy JoanneIt's ok. 
Haven't been able to make myself read the entire book, even though I'm passionate about single-payer health care.

After World War II, the United States and Canada, two countries that were very similar in many ways, struck out on 
radically divergent paths to public health insurance. Canada developed a universal single-payer system of national 
health care, while the United States opted for a dual system that combines public health insurance for low-income and 
senior residents with private, primarily employer-provided health insuranceor no insurancefor everyone else. In 
National Health Insurance in the United States and Canada, Gerard W. Boychuk probes the historical development of 
health care in each country, honing in on the most distinctive social and political aspects of each countrythe politics of 
race in the U.S. and territorial politics in Canada, especially the tensions between the national government and the 
province of Quebec.In addition to the politics of race and territory, Boychuk sifts through the numerous factors 
shaping health policy, including national values, political culture and institutions, the power of special interests, and 
the impact of strategic choices made at critical junctures. Drawing on historical archives, oral histories, and public 
opinion data, he presents a nuanced and thoughtful analysis of the evolution of the two systems, compares them as 
they exist today, and reflects on how each is poised to meet the challenges of the future.

"Boychuk is a bold revisionist, challenging received wisdom about what explains the divergent paths Canada and the 
United States have taken in the past four decades in financing and administering medical care. Race relations#8212and 
Quebec's special place in Canada#8212are crucial in ways others have not emphasized, which makes his book a 
worthy addition to the literature." -- Theodore Marmor "Yale University" "Boychuk is a bold revisionist, challenging 
received wisdom about what explains the divergent paths Canada and the United States have taken in the past four 
decades in financing and administering medical care. Race relationsand Quebec's special place in Canadaare crucial in 
ways others have not emphasized, which makes his book a worthy addition to the literature."Theodore Marmor, Yale 
University"In this engaging and beautifully written book, Gerard Boychuk marshalls rich historical evidence to 
explain how conflicts over race and territorial politics led the U.S. and Canada on divergent paths."Jill Quadagno, 
author of One Nation, Uninsured: Why the U.S. Has No National Health Insurance"A fresh take on an old problem 
rooted in the important structural features of each nation."James Morone, author of Hellfire Nation and coeditor of 
Healthy, Wealthy and Fair"This book's clear, nontechnical writing style lends itself to student use. But it deserves 
attention from scholars as well because of its broad scope, historical sweep, theoretical critiques, and clearly expressed 
comprehension of both American and Canadian health care systems, neither of which is that easy to understand by 
itself."Donley Studlar, professor of political science, West Virginia UniversityAbout the AuthorGerard W. Boychuk is 
director of global governance at the Balsillie School of International Affairs and an associate professor in the 
Department of Political Science at the University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada. He is also a research fellow of the 
Institute for Advanced Policy Research at the University of Calgary. 


