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Robert T. Orr, Dorothy B. Orr : Mushrooms of Western North America (California Natural History Guides)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mushrooms of Western
North America (California Natural History Guides):

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A helpful guide for experienced mushroomersBy A CustomerThis
field guide covers ascomycetes and basidiomycetes from southern Californiato the Rocky Mountains, and north to
Alaska. Besides the major groups of fungi, there is a good description of how mushrooms grow, a glossary of
mycological terms, mycological collections societies, and instructions on successful collecting.l own quite afew field
guides on mushrooms, and rated this one a 3 because it probably would not appeal to first-time mushroomers.
Mushrooms are described according to the latin name, but the common nameis not included in thetitle. Thereisalist
of common names in the back of the book, which is helpful, but would be more so if included in thetitle. There are not
enough drawing and photos to assist amateurs in sure identification. There are several pages of color photosin the
center of the book, and many b/w line drawings throughout. A nice feature is a series of keys for different species. Y ou
match up the qualities of your specimen and discard those that do not, until the correct name is found.Although thisis
not the field guide | would pick up first to identify a mushroom, | have found its thoroughness helpful in narrowing
down the possibilities because of the book's detailed descriptions.
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The authors give full reliable descriptions for over 300 species of mushroom. Another 123 species are described by
comparisons adequate for identification.



