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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Medicare: Intentions, 
Effects, and Politics (Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law): 

At a time when Medicare stands at the forefront of national politics, Medicare: Intentions, Effects, and Politics moves 
past the political rhetoric of the moment to provide a groundwork for informed debate. This special issue of the 
Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law offers a historically-based exploration and understanding of Medicare as 
well as needed perspectives for intelligent reform. A complete understanding of the particular and peculiar structure of 
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Medicare can be gained only by considering the ideas, politics, and institutions of the 1960s that shaped it. With this 
historical perspective, the articles in this collection can move beyond partisan arguments and politically motivated 
reform proposals. Instead, they outline educated guidelines for improving Medicare and debunk commonly held but 
false assumptions about the program. In "How Not to Think about Medicare" the fieldrsquo;s most noted scholar, 
Theodore Marmor, exposes four such misconceptions, including the programrsquo;s seeming inability to control costs 
and ward off what some call a fiscal tsunamimdash;the aging of the baby boomers. Other contributions address 
frequently overlooked functions of Medicare. While the program is known for its universal health coverage for the 
elderly and the disabled, for instance, Medicare also serves a crucial role in overseeing hospital performance and 
furthering health education. This special issue concludes with a discussion of Marmorrsquo;s recently revised classic 
book, The Politics of Medicare, by five leading specialists who interpret the present Medicare program in light of its 
original construct and current political influences.Contributors. Michael Gusmano, Jacob Hacker, Nancy M. Kane, 
Stephen A. Magnus, Theodore Marmor, Jonathan Oberlander, Eric M. Patashnik, Mark A. Peterson, Mark J. 
Schlesinger, Carolyn Tuohy, Bruce Vladeck, Julian Zelizer


